PATSY BIANGSTROM
MEws EDROR

NTREATED sewage |s
still lowing into Kamfers
Dam, dispite o forry of

actbvity and enrthworks ot
the Homevale Sewernge Works.

Earthworks at the Homevale
Sewerager Works wns staried eariler
this month afer the Save the
Flmtngo Assoctation sent a letter
derrind Ing immediate rectiffcation
af the sitwstion st Kamfers Dam
rom ihe redevant authorities

Ekapa Mining and various small
coniraciors were called in to assist
with the repalr of the dysfune-
tional secation ponds, peaking dom
and clearing of solids in the cffle-
ent holiding dam,

A consultant who advised on
the prapers functloning and upgrad
ing cssential for the efficient oper
ation of the Homevile Seeerage
Waorks in 2004 was also called in to
pirovide furthe advice,

Hofore this, mostly untrenied
v mnd toscle sewnge was bokng dis-
charpgel nto Kemfers Dum, which,
apcording to the Save thi: Flamingo
Asencintion, hid become a direct
threat {0 the survival of Kambers
Dam's Mamingoes.

“Far several years the Homaovalo
Srwerage Works has been com-
pletely hydraiilically overloaided to
gueh on extent that it has filed o
achiove virtnally any of s de
signed mnd desived offluent treat.
ment capability™ a spokesperzon
for the Save the Flamingo Associn:
thon said,

Hewever, while the pomads and
dams were being cleared nmd ro-
palred, te witreated and baclerla-
infecied aludge and waler was
pumped out into the veld sdjacent
to Lhe sewermime warks, bulldng ap
Agndnst the rolbwsy line and Dosdng

‘through = culvert inte Komfiers

Dam fills up with s

TROUBLE FOR TRAINS: Wil tho procass of Upgroding hi: Hamesie Sewinags Works hoas siared, iow sewoge i
being pumpad it ha vold around Karmiers Dam, bullding up against the rallway line. and fowing thiowgh o

cubvert indo Karrders Cam.

Diiin,

“This is clearly a contravention
of the Wiler Acl,” (he spokesperaon
i,

*This unpccepinbde temporary
Dy have & severe bngiect
an the raibwny line, wmd (e resuli is
the continued dischprge of un-
treabed effluent Into Kambers Dam,

“Until oerialn vital componenis

of the srwerage works ihafd [ilber
ok the grits and break down solids
are lunctioning properly, the offlu-
anit keoving tho sewornge works is
ek going 1o be close o the reguired
ervironmenial and water guality
siandards. ™

The spokesperson prinied out
that repaic ind ll'|Jl|.lI‘1.|.ll|m.! of e
overloaded Greenpoint Sewerage

Pichua: Supplied

Wiarks was also ecoming critical

“The unncceptatle practios of
discharging partially Srented
sewape into the veld on aclghbour
img properties muost be diseosd i
ied f oath i phasible”

Headded that before any new de
velopments around Kamfers Dam
eould po ahead, including the first
phaze of the proposed Northgate

ewage

devielopment, the Homevale Sewer:
age Wiorks hnd to e fully functional
nnd wpgraded o oope with the cur-
ront, and any addlilonal, efftuent
produsesl By Kimberley

“Without n positive reoord of
decision on an Envirapimental Tm
pucl  Assessment, the 50l Plastje
Municipality cannol approve (ho
rezaning of lmmid for the Northgie
development. Dedplie previous
stnlemenis in e media that phoss
aneof Morthgate will go ahead, this
development cannot thke place -
il an muthorisatiion is gramed.

“The Save the Flamingo Associ-
athon would like 1o categorically
siate that it is prodevelopment in
Kimbsrhizy, but as long as such de-
velopmenis de nof take place at on
vironmentally-sensitive locnlities,™

He sadd it wns unlikely tlal the
city coild currently aceommodnte
amy niew major developments b
cause of the ciiy’s stressed bulk in
[rastruciane,

“maw developments should not
be i the detriment of service deliv-
ery, amedl ihe maintenanee of cur-
romt infrostruciure in Kimberiey

According 10 thie spolespors,
the Save the Flamingo Associntion
wonld continge to monitor progress
ait the Homevile Sessrage Waorks (o
ensure that Kamfers Dam's Damin-
Bos wiere protecied

“The Sove the Flamingo Azsoci
ation has hadd tregwendous support
with more than 550 slignatures
on & petitton om iis  websile
(et famingo.on. Sk

“Tha associntion appreciates the
support ol concerned people from
Kimberlay, elsewhere in South
Adrben, and across fhe globse . thiese
people have shown that the degra:
dation of sensitbve snvironmenis
anedl threatenod birds will not be tol-
oriiel. These assets are for the bon-
eftt and enjoyment of all the peaple
of our fengile planet.™



