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| PATSY BEANGSTROM of island, based on the number of  spokesman, Sello Matzsie, ex-
News EDNoR nests.and space available. plained vesterday fliat except for
“This i5 approximately only 10/  about &ix mega litres par day of
WHILE a few Greater Flamingos  percenbiof the number of chicks  water, Which ia used by the golf:
arenow bregding on theKamfers produced during the previous course, De Beers and Parks and
Dam flamingo island, only & breeding ssason from Qctober Gardens, all the effluent treated
small part of the island is above 2009 0 April 2010 when abouthalf  at the Homevale' Widte Water
Watenand it is expected that the of the islaind was flooded and Treatment Plant, was pumped
‘breeding event will only be 8  many chicks and eggs lost. into Kamfers Dam.
small fraction of. what it was in Iﬁg_ous/s arecord 13000 chicks He added that the level of
previous yegrs, hatched on the breeding island Eamfers Dam was also increased.
Bird Life South Africa Chief and in 2007/8, 9000 chicks Ly the recent rainfall becauss all
Executive Officer; Mark Andér-  Hhtched. k the stormwater drains"figwed
son, said yegterddy an gerialsur-  “The water level at Eanfers  into the dam.
vey ofi the man-made fréeding is-  Dam is currently at its highest “In Decemnber lastyear we put
| 1ang had been done over the point with the municipaiity re- out a tender tq pump 38 megs-
weekeni. L ! cétitly complsting a R60 million litres per day of water from Kam-
“Unfortunately only a small, refurbishment of the Homevale  fers Dam to the Langleg Pan. The
partof the island is above water”  Wasts Water Preatment Plant,to  intention is to pump out fiis vol-
Anderson said. ensure that it can cope with'the  ume of water: for a pariod.of a
“From the images taken dur.  curreniffeak inflow of about!37  year which willBring fogm th
Ing thepurvey, it is estimated thet * mega litves per-day. / water level'at- Kamfers' Dam toan.
‘the numbér of Greater Flamingo' Before the refurbishment, acceptablelevel, We hope to start
| chicks And.6ges is around 160.”  aboub: 80 percentiof the sewage purnping by March2031.”
He added that fhe Greater Wworks were eithernot operational ‘He added. that the project to
Flamingos were breeding on and oz in a deteriorated state, result: pump away, the water. wowld also
between the nests built by the  ing in poor quality sewage efflu-  asalst thETWater levels once the
‘Lesser Flamingos during the pre entflowing into Ramférs Dam.  municipality started unlodking
| vious breeding Season, on a.very e refurbishment, which fs  development in the city
small strip.of lgland that Still re- now|only awaitingjthe electrical Matsie explained that high
maifi§ above water atthe moment.  instailation of thre refurbished level of the water at Kamfers
Tania Auderson of the Save aerators, means that the.quality  Daim was due €0 several factors.
the Flamingo Asgociation added  af! the iréatedfetfiuent flowing “In the past De Beers used the
that*“ff the Lesser Flamingos into Kamfers Dard hus improved  water during the diamond wash.
bréd atall this ssason, they may drastically' andtis now up'to the' ing process but as they scaled
| ‘have done 5o during Octoberand  required standaidsset by theDe-  down  their operations, this
November and it woulkl have béen partiient of: WaterAffaire. meant less water being neeted”
& very smail bréeding event?’. ‘The high waterlevelis also be- The ‘ideal level of Ramfers
It i estimated that only be- lieved'toﬁgﬂxmgttgnjngthefoun- Dam is 1156 metres above sea-
tween 150 and 200 FLesser  dations.of ‘the, twolrailway lines  level. In December last year, how-
Elamingo chicks could havebeen  that passmear the dim. aver, the level was 1178 mefres
! mm@mm Sd:ll Eﬂ.ﬂm MMunicipality abovespadavel
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